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The collective identity of native toys
Case study: Ardebil and Birjand

The toy is one of the oldest artifacts of man, which has always been
based on thoughts and beliefs of its maker. This group of products was
originally manufactured using indigenous materials. In later periods,
besides mass production of toys in factories, handmade toys are still
alive. They are usually presented in smaller units and have distinct
cultural features. Man as the main creative element during production of
toys, turns his various cultural abilities, to children's toys, using
available indigenous materials.

This descriptive-analytic study, is to find common points and ethnic
interests of local toys in different regions of Iran, based on comparing
method. So that local toys of Ardebil and Birjand have been compared
together in order to examine differences and similarities of them in a
more detailed and accurate method. The result is that similar features are
considerably more than differences, and these toys generally have a
collective identity.

Keywords: Toy, Identity, Birjand, Ardebil, Iranian Toy



